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Evidence from Thirteenth-Century Tax Rolls
from Paris
_l Nureet Dermer

These are the Jews of the city of Paris:

Haguin, from London 10 Livres

Lyon, from Tillieres, son-in-law of Davi 58 Sous
from England

Samuel, son-in-law of aforementioned Haguin 58 Sous
The woman Miriam cohen 16 Sous
The wife of Mousse Sahor, and his son Jacob 36 Sous
Mousse, moneylender 20 Sous
Fillon, the girl from Corbeil 70 Sous
Joie, the flour miller, widow 8 Sous
Haquin, moneylender, and his wife 12 Sous

Extract from the tax list of Paris, France, 12921

1  Paris, Bibliotheque nationale de France. Département des manuscrits. Francais 6220, fol. 78r.
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This excerpt from the 1292 Paris tax roll (fig. 1) reveals important socio-economic aspects of
everyday relations between Jews and Christians in this royal city in the late Middle Ages,
particularly during the decades leading up to the expulsion of the Jews from France in 1306
by Philippe le Bel. Seven tax records from the years 1292-1313 attest to a tax levied on the
inhabitants of the city of Paris. This tax, called the taille, was derived from the annual revenues
of the inhabitants, akin to today’s income tax.? The lists documented approximately 25% of
Parisian inhabitants: the indigent and those exempt from taxation, such as students, guests, and
holders of individual privileges, were excluded from the rolls. It is likely that most people who
paid the taille and were included on the lists were also those who were considered bourgeois.?
Despite these obvious lacunae, the tax rolls tell a larger story of medieval Jewish life in a

Christian society.

The rolls contain not only the names of
taxpayers and their individual occupations
but also a wealth of information about people
living in Paris — addresses (both street and
parish), family ties, geographical origins, and
amounts of tax paid in the years 1292, 1296-
1300, and 1313. The taille from 1292, for
example, includes around 10,000 households,
almost 100 of which were Jewish. The
inclusion of Jewish as well as Lombard
and Christian residents permits a revealing
comparison between these populations and
indicates that Jews and Christians lived as
next door neighbors. Unlike other areas in
medieval Europe, there was no Jewish quarter
or a certain street of Jews in late thirteenth-
century Paris. According to the rolls, Jews
lived on five main streets: la Tacherie, rue
Neuve Saint Merri, Franc Mourier, la Court
Robert, and on the bridge called le Petit Pont
and the street that it led to. In this respect,
it is evident that Jews were integrated in the
urban space, although clearly demarcated by
the authorities, as well as by their neighbors.

The taille of Paris also elucidates spatial
features of late thirteenth-century Paris. A
recent systematic study, based on the taille
as well as other historical documents, maps,
and archaeological evidence, has yielded
a set of digitized maps of Paris from the
early fourteenth century until the end of the
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Fig. 1. Excerpt from the 1292 tax list from Paris,
Bibliotheque nationale de France, MS Fr. 6220 fol. 78r.

2 Joseph R. Strayer and Charles H. Taylor, Studies in Early French Taxation (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1939); Al Slivinski and
Nathan Sussman, Tax Administration and Compliance: Evidence from Medieval Paris (London: Centre for Economic Policy Research, 2019).

3 Boris Bove and Claude Gauvard, eds., Le Paris du moyen dge (Paris: Belin, 2014).
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twentieth century.* In addition to the outline of the streets, the maps also indicate the locations
of public buildings, bridges, and churches.

Contrary to the common historiographical claim that medieval Jewish occupations in Europe
were concentrated in the money markets (i.e., pawning and moneylending), the tax rolls reveal
that Jewish men and women from Paris held diverse occupations: some Jews were involved in
the silk and wool industry, while others were goldsmiths, merchants, moneylenders, drapers,
and flour millers.> There is also evidence of Jewish pharmacists. Nonetheless, some occupations
were closed to Jews, such as formal training in medicine, tavern keeping, and all work connected
to food preparation or provision. Once more, the lists demonstrate how Jews were situated
between various social and economic strata of society.

Jews, both men and women, interacted on a daily basis with their Christian neighbors. This
is especially evident when examining the details regarding Jewish couples who acted as
professional moneylenders.® Some previous research suggested that Christian women who
sought credit specifically in the tax rolls of Paris preferred female Jewish moneylenders. Let us
take the example of Haquin Marc-d’argent et sa fame, from the 1292 list. The fact that Haquin’s
wife is mentioned with him, and that they were both considered heads of the household, attests
to the wife’s role in their joint business, since only heads of household were mentioned in the
lists. One can assume that they both were in frequent contact with Christian clients. Scholars
have investigated such economic ties between Jewish and Christian women and men in France
in the thirteenth century, attesting how Christian couples jointly took loans from Jewish couples,
and that Jewish women lent money to Christians - women, men, and couples. The evidence of
the taille reinforces these conclusions and indicates that while women often provided loans to
other women, they also worked with men, or in some cases the couple worked together and
offered loans to Christian couples.

Despite these constant interactions, it is noteworthy that the Jewish inhabitants of Paris appear
in the tax rolls separately from the Christian population, at the end of the lists. We see, then,
that Jews seems to have been equal participants in the Parisian fiscal obligations and lived on
the same streets as their Christian neighbors, yet the city authorities perceived the Jews as
a distinct group. Not only the Jews, however, were listed separately in the tax lists. Groups
such as the Lombards, servants, and maids (chambriére), as well as those living outside the
city walls, also had their own tax classification, listed separately from other inhabitants of the
city. A look at the total tax paid by the Jews of Paris reveals that Jews paid approximately one
percent of the total tax collected, in each of the years it was levied, similar to their estimated
share in the overall population of the city. This differs from other geographical areas, such as
the tax collected in thirteenth-century England, where, according to current research, Jewish
participation in tax payments was higher than their share in the population.’

The tailles of Paris leave us with intriguing questions. The Jews of Paris were included only in the
tailles of 1292, 1296, and 1297, yet their expulsion from France did not occur until 1306. Their

4  Héléne Noizet, Boris Bove, and Laurent Jacques Costa, eds., Paris de parcelles en pixels: analyse géomatique de Uespace parisien médiéval et
moderne (Saint Denis: Presses Universitaires de Vincennes, 2013).

5 See, for example, the analysis of the silk industry in medieval Paris, based on the tax lists, among other documents, in: Sharon A. Farmer,
The Silk Industries of Medieval Paris: Artisanal Migration, Technological Innovation, and Gendered Experience (Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2017); and the examination of different occupations in the tax lists by: David Herlihy, Opera Muliebria: Women and Work
in Medieval Europe (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1990).

William Chester Jordan, Women and Credit in Pre-Industrial and Developing Societies (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1993).

Julie Mell, The Myth of the Medieval Jewish Moneylender (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017).
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absence from the tax rolls of 1298 until 1300 is therefore surprising. Was some sort of unique
tax levied on the Jews from 1298 on? Is there a linkage between the exclusion of the Jews
from the tax lists and their expulsion in 1306? In other words, is their absence a reflection of a
change in the attitude towards them that would eventually result in expulsion? The answers to
these questions and more await future research.
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